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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Community Preservation Committee 
Meeting Minutes of September 21, 2020 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Community Preservation Committee (CPC) members, a meeting of the CPC was held Monday September 21, 2020. Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom. 
The Chair identified those in attendance and the meeting was being recorded. 
 
In 2005, Wenham voters adopted the Community Preservation Act (CPA) which provides the Town with a smart growth 
tool allowing us as a community to identify and preserve vital historic and open space components of our town and to 
develop opportunities for growth that maintain the town’s heritage and character. 
Mass General Law Chapter 44B § 7 governs the Community Preservation Act.  The CPA surcharge on real property, in 
Wenham, as voted by Town Meeting, is three percent; three percent is the maximum surcharge allowed for CPA funding and 
receives the maximum match amount.  Funds must be dedicated for open space protection, historic preservation, affordable 
housing and outdoor recreation. 
At Large Members: Thomas Starr (2021); Patrick Waddell (2022); William Weihs (2022); Elizabeth Craig-McCormick, 
Wenham Housing Authority Rep (2022); Denis Curran, Jt Recreation Dept Rep (2021); Barbara Locke, Historic District 
Commission Rep (2021); Leo Maestranzi, Conservation Commission Rep (2021); Peter Clay, Planning Board Rep (2023); 
Janet Burt (2023) 
 
• Call to order – With a quorum present, and in the absence of a chair, Mr. Waddell called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Committee present: J, Burt; D. Curran; E. Craig-McCormick; B. Locke; P. Waddell; W. Weihs; T. Starr; L. Maestranzi; P. Clay 
Also present: Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Service/CPC staff support; Catherine Tinsley, Recording 
Secretary 
 
Mr. Waddell informed the committee that the former chair, Natalie Bowers was not reappointed by the Board of Selectmen.  
This was followed by a lengthy and lively discussion with the committee members voicing their concerns that they were not 
informed that Ms. Bowers was not reappointed. Without further delay to the meeting, and displeasure of some members that 
this was political, members were directed to bring their concerns and questions to the Board of Selectmen. 
Ms. Burt expressed that she was appalled and embarrassed that the discussion was about politics and questioned if she should 
be involved if her appointment was a problem. 
 
Mr. Waddell suggested each meeting begin with public input citing the importance to hear from the community and it was 
agreed to add public comment to each agenda. 
 
• Public Comment   
Natalie Bowers was recognized and spoke on her time commitment to the CPC last year and her disappointment in not being 
reappointed and questioned how the appointment of Janet Burt came about. It was confirmed there was no public discussion 
and the reason was not known. Mr. Burt said she simple expressed an interest in serving on a committee. Various committee 
members participated in the discussion. 
Mr. Waddell noted the committee reached out to several groups i.e. schools, the Hamilton CPC, Greenbelt, Opens Space & 
Recreation Committee, etc.    
 
• Welcome new members/introductions – Janet Burt, and Peter Clay 
Peter Clay represents the Planning Board.  The other members introduced themselves.  
 
• Staff report – Jackie Bresnahan  

o Ms. Bresnahan reviewed the active ongoing grant projects: 
1. The Town hall debt payment has been submitted for FY21. 
2. Wenham Museum: 

a. Preservation of the Clafin-Richards House 
b. Online archival of the Conant photo collection  

3. Enon 1 – Final signage 
4. Cemetery – Revitalization of William Fairfield Cemetery  
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o Completed grant projects this year include: 
1. Main Street Cemetery preserved grave stones  
2. Open Space & Recreation Committee Trail mapping is on the town’s web site  

 
o The Special Fall Town Meeting is October 17, 2020 at 10 am 

The 2021 Annual Town Meeting is May 1, 2021  
The committee will have more time after the holidays  
 

o Potential approval of timeline for FY 2022 applications  
Due to the Town Meeting being May 1, the committee will have more time and the application due date does not need to be 
in January this year.   The CPC’s timeline will be determined from the printing deadline. 
 

o Community Preservation State Reporting 
Ms. Bresnahan completed the reporting to the Department of Revenue for the CP3 Reports for the project in August as 
required to have funds dispersed in November.  
The estimated state match released in November (15) for FY21 was projected at $51,000 or 13.8%.  The fees from the 
Registry of Deed supports the CPA trust, and Based on the income to date, the match is estimated at least at 17%. (Wenham 
is a 3% surcharge community)  
Ms. Bresnahan is scheduling a training with KP Law for CPC members regarding the CPA, in conjunction with the Town of 
Hamilton. 
 

o The town is on track with tax collection revenue and CPA local funding is on track the same as last year at this time. 
  
• Reorganization: Vote on Chair, Vice-Chair  

o Chair: Mr. Starr nominated Patrick Waddell for Chair.  There were no additional nominations.  Mr. Waddell accepted 
the nomination. 

o Vice Chair: Mr. Weihs nominated Tom Starr for Vice Chair. Mr. Starr nominated Bill Weihs.  Mr. Weihs declined the 
nomination.  There were no additional nominations.  Mr. Starr accepted the nomination. 

 
• Schedule Annual Public Hearing for community input for use of CPA funds  
By law, the CPC is required to hold a meeting for public input, once a year at a minimum. Mr. Waddell stressed the 
importance for the committee members to understand what is going on in town, what projects are seen as important before 
town meeting to be prepared to address any questions and get input from resident. The Committee members were supportive 
of holding a public hearing prior to the Special Town Meeting.  The Committee members will encourage residents to attend 
and give input on projects of interest.  
 
Vote: The Committee voted unanimously by roll call to hold the annual Public Hearing on Wednesday October 14, 2020 at 7 pm via Zoom. 
 
Mr. Waddell spoke briefly to update the Committee that he was advised by CPA Stuart Saginor, executive director of the 
Community Preservation Coalition, to not approach property owners of open space on their own but to partner with a trust.  
   
Michelle Bailey confessed she was late to the meeting and missed public comment and was recognized by the Chair under 
public comment.  Ms. Bailey expressed her disappointment that Natalie Bowers was not on the committee as a result of not 
being reappointed by the Selectmen and encouraged Ms. Bowers vision and work to continue.  
The committee noted this was talked about at length in the beginning of the meeting and did not want to engage in further 
discussions.  
  
• Approval of outstanding minutes: February 3, 2020 
These minutes were held for the October 14 meeting. 
 
• Adjourn - The Committee unanimously adjourned by roll call at 8:02 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
9.23.2020 


